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THE HONOURS BA AND BA DEGREE 
MINIMUM FACULTY DEGREE REQUIREMENTS

EFFECTIVE FALL 2014

REQUIREMENT DESCRIPTION

NUMBER OF
CREDITS

Honours BA (120 credits) BA (90 credits)

A minimum of 120 credits 
successfully completed. 

A minimum of 90 credits successfully 
completed. 

MINIMUM GRADE 
POINT AVERAGE

Honours BA (120 credits) BA (90 credits)

A minimum cumulative grade point 
average of 5.00 (C+).

A minimum cumulative grade point 
average of 4.00 (C).

GENERAL 
EDUCATION 

REQUIREMENT

Applicable to Honours BA (120 credits) and BA (90 credits)

General education: A minimum of 21 General Education credits as follows:

• 6.00 credits in Natural Science (NATS)

• A 9.00 credit approved general education course in the social science

or humanities categories

• A 6.00 credit approved general education course in the opposite

category to the 9.00 credit course in social science or humanities

already taken

A maximum of 36 credits of General Education courses will count for degree 
credit. Students who must exceed the 36 credit maximum to fulfill program 
requirements must obtain permission from the relevant program of study. 
General  Education  courses  may  be  used  to  fulfill  the  General  Education 
requirement and, if applicable, Major or Minor program requirements. General 
Education  courses  used  to  fulfill  the  General  Education  requirement,  or 
Major/Minor program requirement, may not also be used to fulfill the Credits 
Outside the Major/Minor Requirement. 

MAJOR 
REQUIREMENT

A MINIMUM NUMBER 
OF MAJOR CREDITS 

FOR EACH
PROGRAM TYPE

Honours BA (120 credits) BA (90 credits)

Specialized Honours 54 credits 
Honours 42 credits 
Double Major (Unlinked) 42 credits in each major 
Double Major (Linked) 36 credits in each major 
Major/Minor 42 credits in the major & 

30 credits in the minor 

BA 30 credits 

IT IS VERY IMPORTANT TO CONSULT THE DEPARTMENTAL SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDARS FOR
MAJOR PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS SINCE THERE ARE SPECIFIC AND/OR ADDITIONAL MAJOR

REQUIREMENTS.
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OUTSIDE THE 
MAJOR 
REQUIREMENT

Applicable to Honours BA (120 credits) and BA (90 credits)
A minimum of 18 credits. 
Courses which will not fulfill the Outside the Major Requirement:  
major/minor courses taken above the required number; non-major/minor 
courses taken within the major/minor subject (e.g. AP/FR1020 6.00 is a non- 
major French course); courses outside the major/minor taken to fulfill 
major/minor requirements; courses which are cross-listed or which are course 
substitutes to courses offered by the major/minor program (e.g. 
SC/MATH1530 3.00 is cross-listed to AP/ECON1530 3.00). 
Not applicable to honours double major & major/minor program 
types.

UPPER-LEVEL 
REQUIREMENT

Honours BA (120 credits) BA (90 credits)

Faculty Requirement: A minimum of
36 credits at the 3000 or 4000-level 
including 18 credits at the 4000-level. 
Major 4000-level Requirement: A
minimum of 12 credits in the Major or 
in each Major and 6 credits in the 
Minor. 

Faculty Requirement: A minimum of
18 credits at the 3000 or 4000-level. 

Major 3000-level Requirement: A
minimum of 12 credits in the Major. 

SPECIFIC PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS VARY. IT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOU CONSULT THE 
DEPARTMENTAL SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDARS FOR UPPER-LEVEL REQUIREMENTS SPECIFIC TO 

YOUR PROGRAM.

RESIDENCE 
REQUIREMENT

Applicable to Honours BA (120 credits) and BA (90 credits)
Overall Requirement: At least 30 credits must be taken at York University.
Major Requirement: At least HALF (50%) of each Major/Minor requirement
must be taken at York University. (The Major/Minor requirement will vary in 
accordance with the number of credits required by each Major/Minor). 
The minimum number of Major/Minor credits may exceed the minimum overall 
number depending on the program. 
York University courses are offered by any Faculty at York. 

REPEATING PASSED 
OR FAILED 
COURSES

Applicable to Honours BA (120 credits) and BA (90 credits)
A passed or a failed course may be repeated once for degree credit. When a 
course is repeated for degree credit, the second grade will be the grade of 
record and the only grade calculated in the grade point average. A repeated 
course will be credited only once towards satisfaction of degree credit 
requirements. The record of both the first and second time the course was 
taken will appear on the transcript, with the first course designated as “No 
Credit Retained” (NCR). The restrictions regarding repeating a passed or 
failed course also apply to cross-listed courses and course exclusions. (i.e. 
courses deemed to have significant content overlap). 
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THE HONOURS BA AND BA DEGREE MINIMUM FACULTY DEGREE REQUIREMENTS
EFFECTIVE FALL 2009 – SUMMER 2014

REQUIREMENT DESCRIPTION

NUMBER OF
CREDITS

Honours BA (120 credits) BA (90 credits)

A minimum of 120 credits 
successfully completed. 

A minimum of 90 credits successfully 
completed. 

MINIMUM GRADE 
POINT AVERAGE

Honours BA (120 credits) BA (90 credits)

A minimum cumulative grade point 
average of 5.00 (C+).

A minimum cumulative grade point 
average of 4.00 (C).

GENERAL 
EDUCATION 

REQUIREMENT

Applicable to Honours BA (120 credits) and BA (90 credits)

24 credits of General Education chosen from approved courses in Humanities, 
Modes of Reasoning, Natural Science and Social Science, including a 
minimum of 6 credits in each of Humanities, Natural Science and Social 
Science. Approved General Education courses are offered at the 1000-level 
and 2000-level. 

A maximum of 9 credits in each of Humanities, Modes of Reasoning, Natural 
Science and Social Science will count towards General Education 
requirements. 

At least one General Education course should be successfully completed 
within the first 24 credits. All General Education requirements should be 
successfully completed within the first 48 credits. 

A maximum of 36 credits of General Education courses will count for degree 
credit. Students who must exceed the 36 credit maximum to fulfill program 
requirements must obtain permission from the relevant program of study. 
General Education courses may be used to fulfill the General Education 
requirement and, if applicable, Major or Minor program requirements. General 
Education courses used to fulfill the General Education requirement, or 
Major/Minor program requirement, may not also be used to fulfill the Credits 
Outside the Major/Minor Requirement. 

For the purpose of meeting Major/Minor program requirements, all 9 credit 
General Education courses will count as 6 credits towards the Major/Minor. 
The remaining 3 credits will count towards the total number of credits for the 
degree. 

MAJOR 
REQUIREMENT

A MINIMUM NUMBER 
OF MAJOR CREDITS 

FOR EACH
PROGRAM TYPE

Honours BA (120 credits) BA (90 credits)
Specialized Honours      54 credits 
Honours  42 credits 
Double Major (Unlinked) 42 credits in each major 
Double Major (Linked) 36 credits in each major 
Major/Minor 42 credits in the major & 

30 credits in the minor 

BA 30 credits 

IT IS VERY IMPORTANT TO CONSULT THE DEPARTMENTAL SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDARS FOR
MAJOR PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS SINCE THERE ARE SPECIFIC AND/OR ADDITIONAL MAJOR

REQUIREMENTS.
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OUTSIDE THE 
MAJOR 
REQUIREMENT

Applicable to Honours BA (120 credits) and BA (90 credits)
A minimum of 18 credits. 
Courses which will not fulfill the Outside the Major Requirement:  
major/minor courses taken above the required number; non-major/minor 
courses taken within the major/minor subject (e.g. AP/FR1020 6.00 is a non- 
major French course); courses outside the major/minor taken to fulfill 
major/minor requirements; courses which are cross-listed or which are course 
substitutes to courses offered by the major/minor program (e.g. 
SC/MATH1530 3.00 is cross-listed to AP/ECON1530 3.00). 
Not applicable to honours double major & major/minor program 
types.

UPPER-LEVEL 
REQUIREMENT

Honours BA (120 credits) BA (90 credits)

Faculty Requirement: A minimum of
36 credits at the 3000 or 4000-level 
including 18 credits at the 4000-level. 
Major 4000-level Requirement: A
minimum of 12 credits in the Major or 
in each Major and 6 credits in the 
Minor. 

Faculty Requirement: A minimum of
18 credits at the 3000 or 4000-level. 

Major 3000-level Requirement: A
minimum of 12 credits in the Major. 

SPECIFIC PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS VARY. IT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOU CONSULT THE 
DEPARTMENTAL SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDARS FOR UPPER-LEVEL REQUIREMENTS SPECIFIC TO 

YOUR PROGRAM.

RESIDENCE 
REQUIREMENT

Applicable to Honours BA (120 credits) and BA (90 credits)
Overall Requirement: At least 30 credits must be taken at York University.
Major Requirement: At least HALF (50%) of each Major/Minor requirement
must be taken at York University. (The Major/Minor requirement will vary in 
accordance with the number of credits required by each Major/Minor). 
The minimum number of Major/Minor credits may exceed the minimum overall 
number depending on the program. 
York University courses are offered by any Faculty at York. 

REPEATING PASSED 
OR FAILED 
COURSES

Applicable to Honours BA (120 credits) and BA (90 credits)
A passed or a failed course may be repeated once for degree credit. When a 
course is repeated for degree credit, the second grade will be the grade of 
record and the only grade calculated in the grade point average. A repeated 
course will be credited only once towards satisfaction of degree credit 
requirements. The record of both the first and second time the course was 
taken will appear on the transcript, with the first course designated as “No 
Credit Retained” (NCR). The restrictions regarding repeating a passed or 
failed course also apply to cross-listed courses and course exclusions. (i.e. 
courses deemed to have significant content overlap). 


